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(57) Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To discriminate the data recording state 
in a sector by discriminating the recording state 
of a prescribed part of a recording area based on 
the period in which the average level of a 
reproduced signal exceeds a reference value and 
the frequency with which bit intervals satisfy a 
prescribed modulation rule. 

CONSTITUTION: A first measuring means 34 which 
measures the period in which the average level of 
the reproduced signal obtained from a prescribed 
part of the recording area exceeds a reference 
value and a second measuring means (bit interval 
measuring circuit) 37 which uses the reproduced 
signal to measure the frequency with which bit 
intervals satisfy the prescribed modulation rule 
are provided, and the recording state of the 
prescribed part of the recording area is 
discriminated based on outputs 48 and 49 of first 

and second measuring means 34 and 37. It is discriminated whether data is 
normally recorded, already erased, or not recorded yet in accordance with the 
sampling result of the average level of data, and it is discriminated whether 
data in the sector satisfied the prescribed modulation rule or not to 
discriminate whether data is normally recorded or already erased (or 
multiwritten), thereby discriminating the recording state of all data in the 
sector. 
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